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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
Grand Rapids, MI. July 20th, 2011  
 
STUDENT ’ S SOLO FLIGHT ! 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
On Saturday July 16th: Flight instructor Micah DeLeeuw jumps out of the airplane and student pilot 
DeShaun taxis to the active runway at Riverview Airport in Jenison. “Riverview traffic, Cessna 122KS 
is taking-off runway 14 Riverview.” Throttle at full power and 10 seconds later, lift-off and the West 
Michigan Flight Academy’s Advanced student DeShaun Mahone became the first student to solo an 
airplane. DeShaun, now 16 is on his way to receiving his pilot’s license.  The first solo is the biggest 
accomplishment next to receiving the pilot’s license. The focus, maturity, discipline and professional 
conduct DeShaun has displayed was instrumental to his solo. The responsibility of piloting an aircraft 
is taken very seriously; this is one of the reasons why flying is the safest mode of transportation.   
 
“How did it feel?” (Asked Patrick Johnson) “It felt great! I knew what I was doing.” Yes, he did know 
what he was doing because his training kicked in just as it was supposed to. Mr. Mahone will now 
continue to work on his cross country and advanced navigation training and next year at the age of 17 
he will qualify for his FAA Check Ride to receive his Private Pilot’s License. Mr. Mahone is WMFA’s 
first solo student due to his age, and coming soon are more than 25 others in the Muskegon and 
Grand Rapids area, ranging in age from 10 to 16 years old. All are working on getting their pilot’s 
license. 
 
WMFA also partners with a few school districts to conduct after school programs throughout the 
school year. Among them, Kentwood, Muskegon, Muskegon Heights, Grand Rapids, White Cloud, 
Hesperia and Walkerville Public Schools. 
  
WMFA is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing inner-city and rural area youth the 
opportunity and tools to pursue an advanced technical career related to the Aviation and Aerospace 
industries. Creating experiences for students that build character, develop skills in communication, 
social, technical, professional discipline and accountability.  
  
WMFA’s programs are made possible in part by grants from the Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
Outstate Michigan, The Sebastian Foundation, The Youth Advisory Council of the Community 
Foundation for Muskegon County and donations from individuals in the communities we serve. 
 
Riverview Airport is located at 805 Taylor Street, Jenison, MI. 49428  
 
West Michigan Flight Academy “Transforming Young Lives Through Flight” For more information, 
visit www.westmiflightacademy.org 
 
 



 
 
 

   
 

   
 

 


